[The efficacy of gamma teletherapy of malignant metastases to the brain and certain prognostic factors].
The study was concerned with analysis of the results and prognostic value of certain factors of radiotherapy in 46 cases of brain metastases. Mean survival time was 7.3 months; 10 patients survived 12 months (21.7%) while none of 17 untreated patients survived 5 months; their mean survival time was 2.7 months. Degree of neurologic disturbances proved the most significant factor of prognosis in treated patients. Prognosis was better in breast carcinoma than in lung cancer. It was also better in cases of cured primary tumor, patients with solitary brain metastases and those in whom the brain was the only organ involved.